THE HISTORY OF ART
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This painting by Giotto comes from the Arena chapel
in Padua. To people of Giotto's day, who were used
to the unlifelike paintings of earlier artists, pictures
like this one must nave seemed more real than life
itself. Here there was nothing left out that the be-

putting up great buildings and searching
far and wide for painters and sculptors to
make them beautiful. With some twenty
cities in a fever of this work, it is no wonder
that Renaissance Italy was so full of artists.
In the early days of the Renaissance the
city of Florence was the chief center of art.
It was nearer to a modern Athens than was
any other place in Italy, or in the world.
It had grown rich from the spices and em-
broideries, the gold and silver and wool, and
all the other things that passed through its

holder had to supply himself; he did not, as before,
have to breathe fife into shadows. Before him were
massive figures, solid to the touch and each occupying
titte amount of space it should occupy. Giotto was the
first to give people this sensation In looking at painting.
markets. The leaders in the town would
have fine houses in the city and fine villas
for the summer in the charming country
that lay around it. With wealth and leisure
they had time to talk about many things,
and perhaps most of all about the fine arts.
Even the common people knew a good deal
about art, just as they do in Paris to-day.
When Cimabue's famous picture of, the
Madonna and Child was finished, they; held
a great procession to carry it to its pl%pe in
the church. They all had a passion for their